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PRESS PREVIEW: Wednesday, June 15, 9:30 a.m. until 
noon. Presentation at 10:30 a.m. sharp. Refreshments will be 
served. 

GONZALEZ-TORRES SHOW TO OPEN AT HIRSHHORN MUSEUM 

"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: 'Traveling,' " an exhibition of nearly 20 mixed-media works, 

including large-scale installations, by this Cuban-born, New-York based artist (b. 1957), will 

open on Thursday, June 16, at the Smithsonian's Hirshhom Museum and Sculpture Garden, and 

continue through Sept. 11. 

The exhibition, a three-part touring show that takes a different form at each venue, 

opened this past April at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles and will travel to the 

Renaissance Society at the University of Chicago after closing in Washington, D.C. Organized 

collaboratively by Amada Cruz of the Hirshhom with curators from the two participating 

museums, the exhibition honors an artist whose expansive approach to media, imagery and 

audience has won him wide critical acclaim. 

Initially a photographer, Gonzalez-Torres turned to installations and public art in the 

mid- l 980s as a member of Group Material, an artists' collective dedicated to cultural activism. 

Stimulated by that experience and the legacy of 1960s Minimalism and Conceptual Art, he began 

to produce several ongoing series-word portraits, light strings, billboards, and replenishable 

paper stacks and candy pieces-intended to involve viewers in personal themes. Representative 

works from these series, along with individually conceived pieces in various media, will be seen 

at the Hirshhom. 

Works in "Felix Gonzalez-Torres: 'Traveling' "-to fill several second-floor 

galleries-range from a frieze of stenciled text featuring events and dates from the artist's life-a 

self-portrait in words-to "Untitled (North)," 1992-1994, his largest-ever composition of 
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